
Based in Zollikofen near Bem, the firm 
Kiener and Wittlin ordered two identical 
vehicles back in 1980 and 1981, and both 
are still at work today. The trucks were 
ordered with the 230 bhp underfloor 12-litre 
FBW six-cylinder diesel engine and a Wilson 
SCG Cself-changing gears) gearbox. And like 
many Swiss trucks, these were specified 
with a Voith hydraulic retarder. 

According to the driver, the 1980 model 
he drives "has never missed a beat". In fact, 

typical of Swiss vehicles from the 1970s and 
early 1980s. 

Eyes on the prize 
Thought to be the last two half-cab models 
built by FBW; the Kiener and Wittlin trucks 
already have a long list of potential buyers 
eagerly waiting their retirement. The 
problem is that when we spoke to the 
owner, he told us the vehicles seem good für 
"at least another 10 years." 

Featuring spoke-type front wheels and a blue paint, 
job, the truck is typical of Swiss vehicles from the 
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A shining example of an FBW half-cab 16-tonner is still hard at 
work hauling steel in Switzerland 
By Martin Phippard 
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WiIson SCG gearbox ls an unusua! installation 
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vidence of the reliability and 
longevity of the Swiss-built FBW 
truck is not hard to find in the 
land of lakes, mountains and 

, cuckoo clocks. In fact, on our 
second day of travel we stumbled across a 
1980 half-cab 16-tonner still going about its 
business of hauling steel rods. And despite 
the somewhat cramped driving 
accommodation and lack of any obvious 
luxuries, the driver loved it! 

1970s and early 1980s. 

it has reportedly suffered no mechanical 
problems whatsoever. 

Steeler's wheels 
Equipped with a small on-board crane 
mounted behind the half-cab and a 
lightweight ally plank dropside body by 
Carrosserie Hess, the vehicle carries out 
deliveries to steel stockists within a 100 km 
radius of Bem. Featuring spoke-type front 
wheels and a blue paint job, the truck is 

Therefore, it would appear restoration 
projeets are probably quite straightforward 
in Switzerland. You just have to find a 
suitable FBW that's still working and wait 
für it to retire. 

Of course, this presupposes you outlive 
the working life of the FBW But ifyou do, 
then it's possible a can of polish and a 
tank of fuel will be about as much 
'restoration' as you need to carry out. 
Good luck lads! 
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